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Satan, Our Clear Enemy: How Can We Recognize His Insidious Attacks?

What Is the Nature of Satan’s Attacks, and Why Is He Considered Our Clear
Enemy?

It is safe to say that nearly all of us have heard the phrase “Satan is our clear enemy,
[1]” and to some extent, we are aware of his malice and longstanding enmity
toward the human beings. However, unless we come to truly know him and
understand how he operates, we will not be able to stand against him.
Undoubtedly, Satan’s hostility toward human beings is unlike any other enemy we
have faced, because he has accumulated the experience of enmity with billions of
human beings. That is, he has confronted human beings—creatures with existential
dimensions and characteristics—billions of times, fought against them, and become
deeply familiar with the intricacies of our existence. He even has the capacity to
anticipate many of our behaviors, much like a seasoned doctor who, due to years
of experience, can predict a patient’s symptoms or reactions even before they
occur. Satan exploits this ability to the point that, at times, his whispers resemble
our own thoughts so closely that they become indistinguishable from our inner
voice. But fortunately, God has stated that Satan is our clear enemy

and has declared his plots and schemes to be clear and exposed. This openness can
be examined from several aspects—but before we explore that, it is necessary to
better understand the meaning of Satan’s enmity.

When we consider Satan our enemy, we are referring to a threat that actively works

to our detriment—one that employs every possible means to prevent us from
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attaining our eternal purpose and reaching bliss. He utilizes all available tools to
obstruct our healthy birth into the Hereafter and to prevent us from attaining
resemblance to Allah. In other words, he positions himself directly upon the straight
path, standing as an obstacle between us and our journey toward Allah. Moreover,
since Satan regards us as the reason for his expulsion from Heaven and the loss of
his former station, he is driven by immense motivation to oppose us. He harbors no

fear or hesitation in declaring clear enmity against us.

Satan Is Our Serious and Real Adversary

Surely, no warning can be more serious for us than the warning that comes from
God Himself—the Creator who is fully aware of our existential structure, who knows
the nature and schemes of Satan, and above all, who wills our eternal bliss. It is this
very God who has stated that Satan is our clear enemy and has commanded us to
take him seriously. It Is true that we cannot see Satan in his true form, but that does
not mean we should regard him as a mythical or fictional figure. Satan is our clear
enemy and possesses a completely real and actual existence. Yet many of us
consider him a symbolic or abstract adversary. In reality, we are facing an enemy
who not only harbors no doubt in his hostility toward us but also actively engages
in enmity against us. He is intimately familiar with every dimension of our being—
and he attacks us openly.

But if Satan is our clear enemy, then why do we continuously fall victim to his
assaults?

In every area of life, if we want to protect ourselves from harm, we must be familiar
not only with the characteristics of that harm but also with the structure of the

system and the reasons that make us susceptible to it. In other words, to
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successfully overcome this enemy and his clear hostility, we need enemy
recognition—a proper understanding of Satan—so that we can identify the scenes
and situations in which we are most likely to stumble. Moreover, since we are often
unaware of the dimensions and levels of our own existence, we tend to perceive
many of Satan’s attacks as nothing more than our own emotional states or
behavioral tendencies. As a result, instead of confronting Satan’s enmity, we accept
those conditions without resistance.

For example, when Satan slows our momentum by resurfacing past bitterness and
failures, we interpret this attack as depression and seek refuge in medication. When
we are gripped by fear about the future, we again hide behind labels like anxiety
disorders, restlessness, or stress—yet in none of these conditions do we recognize

the assault of Satan, humanity’s clear enemy.

The Clarity of Satan’s Attacks

When we hear that Satan’s attacks are recognizable and clear, we may wonder how
this can be so, given his non-physical, immaterial nature and his internal
insinuations. The answer is that this clarity does not stem from Satan’s essence, but
from the kind of invitations and messages he presents—messages that are entirely
clear and distinguishable. We actually have a crucial standard for identifying Satan’s
intrusions and strikes: our own joy and peace.

In our balanced human state—when the supra-rational dimension governs our
being—we are marked by joy and tranquility. In contrast, the typical outcomes of
Satan’s invitations and attacks are sorrow, fear, jealousy, rivalry and comparison,
laziness, resentment, hypersensitivity, narcissism, despair, exaggeration of

problems, sinning, pessimism, disturbing illusions, and similar conditions. These
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states not only bear no connection to joy and peace, but actively disrupt our human
balance and lead us away from the straight path. It is like a body confronting disease
or microbial invasion, showing its imbalance through fever or pain. Likewise, a soul
expressing sorrow, fear, or anxiety is revealing its disturbed and unbalanced

condition.

Signs and Characteristics of Satan’s Attacks

No matter how well we may know the dimensions of our being, if we are unaware
of the signs and characteristics of Satan’s attacks, we will not succeed in overcoming
him. We are up against a skilled adversary—one who knows as many ways to
mislead us as there are paths to guide us. If we forget that he lies in wait, we
become heedless and sluggish in our movement—giving him the perfect
opportunity to strike and carry out his open hostility.

Satan’s intrusions carry recognizable signs and are often unmistakably clear. He
launches his attacks from every direction—front, back, left, and right—exerting
every effort to pull us off the straight path. It makes no difference to him whether
he frightens us about the future, unsettles us with the bitterness and failures of the
past, tempts us into sin, or immobilizes us through arrogance and pride born of our
own virtues. His sole aim is to prevent us from fulfilling the purpose of our creation
and growing in resemblance to God—and in this pursuit, he holds nothing back.
Whenever our thoughts are not filled with joy and peace, it is a sign that the
soundness of our soul has been compromised by Satan’s attack. These attacks often
carry the scent of jealousy, hatred, hypersensitivity, anxiety, pessimism, sorrow and
anger, fear, doubt, and lethargy—each one a tactic of Satan. If we are unable to

resist them through opposing action, we risk falling captive to him.
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In this lesson, we explored the fact that Satan is our clear enemy and examined
some of his characteristics, such as his enmity and the clear nature of his attacks.
We emphasized that in order to free ourselves from Satan’s snares, we must equip
ourselves with the skills of self-awareness and enemy recognition. By enemy
recognition, we mean understanding the various forms of Satan’s attacks and the
specific aims behind each one. Finally, we listed the signs that indicate his attacks
and stressed that he will spare no effort to block our path toward fulfilling the
purpose of our creation.

How capable are you of recognizing Satan’s attacks? Do you see the ability within

yourself to neutralize Satan’s attacks and his clear enmity?
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