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The Conditions of Good Deeds: Three Fundamental Pillars of
Acceptance

Why Is Knowing the Conditions of Good Deeds to Be Accepted Important to Us?

Have you ever wondered why some deeds, despite being performed with great
energy and out of good intentions, do not leave a deep impact on our lives? Maybe
you have asked yourself whether all our efforts, helping others, or even acts of
worship will truly be rewarded. Why do some people, despite appearing religious,
feel bad and behave poorly? Is merely pretending to be a good person is enough,
or are there more important things in life? These questions are familiar to many of
us and offer clues to an important concern: What are the real conditions of good

deeds?

After performing good deeds like giving charity, helping a friend in need, or
participating in religious gatherings, you might have wondered, “Was this act
accepted or not?” The worry that our efforts might be in vain can sometimes even

diminish our motivation for doing good deeds in the future.

In this article, based on a hadith from the Prophet of Islam (Peace be upon him and
his family), we will clearly explore the conditions of good deeds. We will also explain
why paying attention to these conditions is vital in both personal and social life,
and how we can manage to not do our deeds out of habit so that they are accepted

and have positive effects on our life.
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The Three Essential Pillars of the Conditions of Good Deeds

For many of us, the main concern is whether our deeds are truly accepted by God

and have a positive effect on our lives or not. However, acceptance of deeds is not

solely dependent on our intention or the appearance of our deeds; there are more

important conditions that determine whether our deeds are truly accepted or not.

Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him and his family) clearly identified three
fundamental pillars as the conditions of good deeds being accepted. The absence
of any one of these is like removing the heart from the body—making the deed
defective and ineffective. These three conditions are: "Wara’ (the highest level of
piety) and avoidance of sin, good manners and being kind to people, patience and

forbearance in the face of ignorance."

Next, we will examine each of these key pillars separately to get a clearer and more

practical understanding of the acceptance of deeds.

The First Condition for the Acceptance of Good Deeds: Tagqwa, wara’, and

Avoidance of Sin

One of the most important conditions of good deeds is Taqwa (piety) and wara'.
Tagwa means keeping oneself away from sin and disobedience to God, always
being mindful to avoid wrongdoing. No matter how religious our deeds seem on
the surface, if they are performed without self-control and if we do not avoid
forbidden things while doing our deeds, they will be defective according to the

conditions of good deeds.



https://al-islam.org/parables-important-questions-simple-answers-muhsin-qaraati/5-how-can-it-be-acceptance-all-our-deeds
https://montazer.co/sin-concept/
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Wara'reminds us that the goal is not just performing outward acts; rather, we must
live a life of piety and righteousness, never disobey God and do any wrong. Without
wara', even seemingly good acts lose their spiritual value—like a body without a

heart, it cannot truly live.

The Second Condition of Good Deeds: Good Manners and Being Kind to People

The second pillar is good manners and being kind to others. It is emphasized that

good manners including respectful behavior and being polite to those around us
are fundamental parts of any accepted deed. Sometimes we might think that only
personal acts of worship matter, but in reality, the way we behave and interact with
others directly affects whether our deeds are accepted or not. According to the
conditions of good deeds, if someone performs many acts of worship but is unkind
to family, colleagues, or neighbors, he has not observed one of the key conditions
for the acceptance of deeds. Good behavior brings hearts closer and creates
positive atmosphere both in the family and society. So without kindness and good

manners, it is impossible that our deeds are accepted.

The Third Condition of Good Deeds: Patience and Forbearance in the Face of

Ignorance

The third pillar is patience and forbearance. It means being able to tolerate
rudeness or bad behavior of others without reacting angrily or losing our

composure. We all encounter people who, sometimes unknowingly, say or do



https://al-islam.org/characteristics-muslim/practising-good-manners
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hurtful things. According to the conditions of good deeds, a believer must be able

to stay calm and respond wisely and with kindness in such situations.

Patience in the face of others’ ignorance or bad temper reflects deep faith and
spiritual growth. Without this trait, our deeds will not be accepted. This condition
reminds us that the acceptance of a deed is not just about outward actions but also

about how well we control our reactions in difficult moments.

The Role of the Conditions of Good Deeds in Spiritual Life

Since ancient times, people have wondered what gives meaning to their deeds and
make them last forever. Many ask why some deeds, even if outwardly religious and
correct, are ineffective. The answer lies in the conditions for the acceptance of
deeds —these conditions are like the soul of the deed. Just as the heart is vital for

life, these conditions are essential for a deed to be accepted and impactful.

Sometimes we think that outward acts like doing acts of worship at the right time
or participating in religious gatherings is enough for us to be considered as a
religious person. But, in reality, without observing the conditions of good deeds,
our deeds are like a lifeless body without a heart. So such a body without a spirit
has no value either. Even if someone loses some organs, he can still live, but
without a heart, there is no sign of life. Similarly, no matter how beautiful or
important deeds may seem, if they lack Wara' and avoidance of sin, kindness, and

patience, they are not accepted by God or even by society. They are also ineffective.

These three core conditions form the foundation for spiritual identity and growth.

No matter how great an act is, without these pillars, it lacks true vitality. If someone
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helps others or do acts of worship and is involved in charity works, but cannot
control his tongue, interact with people or tolerate people's bad behaviors easily,

his deeds are defective and cannot help him to achieve his goals.

For anyone whose main concerns are personal growth, self-improvement, and
pleasing God, paying attention to these conditions is not just an ethical
recommendation, it is the key to becoming similar to God, and making our deeds
and acts of worship lasting. In fact, acceptance and influence of our deeds depend
on these three pillars. Ignoring them empties the act of its essence and meaning,

even if it appears perfect outwardly.

The real worth and lasting effect of our deeds come from carefully observing these
three essential conditions: wara', avoidance of sin, being kind to people, and
patience and forbearance in the face of ignorance of people. Even if we start doing
deeds with good intentions, neglecting these pillars can render our efforts fruitless

and deprive us of true human achievement.

By reflecting on our behavior, intentions, and interactions, and practicing Wara’,
good manners, and patience daily, we can hope that our deeds will not only be
accepted by God but also transform our lives and those around us for the better.
True acceptance of deeds results from adhering to these principles, leading us to

happiness, peace, and genuine love.




